
Cultural Policies and Diplomacy (North Africa, Middle East, 19th-21st centuries).  
Actors and societies  
 
This volume, to appear in the series "Enquêtes et documents" (Presses universitaires de Rennes), will 
focus on the history of cultural policies and diplomacy directed at populations living in North Africa 
and the Middle East. Our aim is to highlight the materiality of such interventions, starting with the 
men and women who conceived of and implemented them, and by paying particular attention to 
how these practices played out "on the ground" in direct contact with social realities. In this way, we 
hope to advance our thinking about the types of interventions that highlight interculturality. For a 
very long time, whether in a colonial context or not, and well before the rise of debates on 
multiculturalism, cultural policies have had to reckon with the presence of populations from the 
North living in countries of the South and vice versa, even when these policies were not intended for 
the groups that were smaller in number.    
 
This volume intends to foster greater knowledge of the people behind these cultural policies 
(diplomats, cultural advisors, clerics, organizers of cultural events, artists, etc.), by paying particular 
attention to the interactions that may have existed between them and their intended recipients, and 
by probing their larger social and cultural impacts.  We hope to contribute to an enrichment of our 
collective thinking about how such policies, and their effects, may persist over time with particular 
attention to the era of European imperialisms and decolonization. An analysis of current events or 
more circumscribed political crises may also be taken into account.  
 
The cultural policies examined may be situated on a local, national, or international scale. As for 
actors outside North Africa and the Middle East, proposals may also consider the involvement of 
European or extra-European powers. Cultural institutions with an international scope (Unesco, 
Alecso, Isesco, Institut du monde arabe, museums) may also be included, with the caveat that 
institutional approaches that do not critically examine the modes of discourse and frameworks of 
thought of the actors involved are to be avoided. Although we do not intend to study the history of 
cultural diplomacy solely from the angle of international relations, approaches that assess the social 
and cultural impacts of policy may be of interest. In this case, the emphasis should be placed on how 
these cultural policies or events were appropriated within the target societies themselves.  
 

Proposals may relate to public institutions (technical cooperation programs; cultural services, cultural 
centres and other institutions) or private institutions (non-governemental organisations, 
associations, foundations, private entrepreneurs, religious organisations). They may also be focused 
on specific events, such as festivals or the designation of cities as cultural capitals. No realm of cultural 
action is excluded. Contributions might pertain to educational policy, language policy and scientific 
cooperation, as well as sports, cultural heritage, literature and the arts (publishing, film, music, visual 
arts, etc.).  
 
Proposals should be sent to politcult.africorient@gmail.com or alain.messaoudi@univ-nantes.fr 
before 31 March 2023 (a reply can be expected by mid-April)  



They should not exceed 500 words (without bibliography). They will be accompanied by a short bio-
bibliography (100 words maximum) and 5 keywords.  
The final texts (30,000 to 40,000 characters, including spaces) must be sent before 30 September 
2023. They will be evaluated by the scientific board. The volume will be published in 2024.  
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