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RESEARCH CONFERENCE – CALL FOR PAPERS  

AUSTRIAN RESEARCH ASSOCIATION – WORKING GROUP ON DEMOCRACY 

5. RESEARCH CONFERENCE 

“DEMOCRACY AND ISLAM” 

VIENNA, NOVEMBER 05-06, 2015 

 
The National Working Group on Democracy of the Austrian Research Association is calling for the submission 

of conference paper proposals for an interdisciplinary conference to be held on November 5-6, 2015 in Vienna 

by the WORKING GROUP ON DEMOCRACY of the AUSTRIAN RESEARCH ASSOCIATION.   

This conference aims at discussing the relationship between ‘democracy’ and ‘Islam’. The conference is 

interdisciplinary in orientation and welcomes work from all social sciences and the field of legal studies. 

Whereas theoretical work is considered important, the Working Group is especially interested in sound 

analytical and empirical scholarship and the application of qualitative or quantitative methodology 

commensurate with, and appropriate for the discipline in which the work originates. Case study designs are 

welcome but it should be understood that the goal of the conference is to draw comparative conclusions and 

develop a general understanding of the matters at hand. This research conference aims at drawing on a wide 

variety of international experiences. However, the inclusion of Austria as a reference case in the analysis is 

certainly welcome.  

 
CONFERENCE TOPICS 

Topic 1: Relationship Islam – Democracy 

 What can be the role of Islamic institutions in the maintenance and development of democratic 
institutions and processes?  

 Can Muslim religious institutions and organizations play a part in supporting democratic norms? 

 
Topic 2:  Muslim Youth Culture 

 What is the role of organized Muslim youth movements in the participation in democratic processes? 

 What is the role of Muslim youth movements in challenging, questioning, opposing, and strengthening 
democratic processes? 

 
Topic 3:  Islamophobia and exclusion 

 How do Islamophobic discourses and/or laws constrain the democratic populus?  

 What are the implications of Islamophobia for constitutional democracies? 

 
Topic 4: European models of incorporation of Islam 

 What are the implications of historically built state-church-relations for the incorporation of Muslim 
institutions or the accommodation of Muslim practices? 

 
Topic 5: The tradeoffs between protection and freedom 

 Can we take stock of where we are in terms of these tradeoffs and what cross-national differences 
exist? 
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Topic 6: The necessary tolerance and intolerance of others 

 To what end and how do state agencies decide to incorporate or criminalize Muslim institutions in the 
political field? 

 
CONFERENCE DETAILS  

The two-day research conference will be held in the vicinity of the University of Vienna. The goal is to invite a 

small number of researchers of all levels (including advanced graduate/doctoral students) to participate in a 

two-day workshop style event in which all participants will be present for the duration of the program and 

engage in discussion. The papers will be presented and critiqued by qualified peers. After that the discussion is 

opened to the remaining conference participants and a small general audience. The discussions are intended to 

be focused and expert-oriented with the goal of developing working papers to be published in a working paper 

series at the association website and a further book publication. The language of the conference and for the 

papers is English. Proposals must be submitted by the date posted below. Selected presenters will have their 

travel expenses paid and will be provided with accommodation. 

 
ORGANIZING INSTITUTION   

The Working Group on the Future of Austrian Democracy of the Austrian Research Association is a national 

interdisciplinary and inter-institutional panel of scholars organized under the auspices of the Austrian Research 

Association and led by Reinhard Heinisch, Professor of Political Science at University of Salzburg.  

 
SUBMISSION DETAILS  

As the organizing institution, the Austrian Research Association, is inter-disciplinary, the call is open to all 

disciplines. Desirable work should be empirical or analytical in nature. The conference is especially interested in 

novel ideas and innovative work. Individual submissions are not required to follow an inter-disciplinary 

approach. To be considered, please submit an abstract of not more than a single page (or 700 words) along 

with a brief description of your current work and institutional affiliation to the address listed below. 

Deadline: July 15, 2015 

 

 

PLEASE SEND YOUR SUBMISSION BY THE DEADLINE OF JULY 15, 2015 TO: 

Attn: “DEMOCRACY AND ISLAM 2015” 
 

Dr. Reinhard Heinisch 
Professor of Austrian Politics in Comparative Perspective 

Department of Political Science 
University of Salzburg, Rudolfskai 42, A-5020 Salzburg, Austria 

 
For questions and further information, please contact: 

Reinhard Heinisch reinhard.c.heinisch@sbg.ac.at or Farid Hafez farid.hafez.@sbg.ac.at 
Tel.: 0043-(0)662 8044–6615, Dept. Office: Tel.: 0043-(0)662-8044-6610 

 
For more on the Austrian Research Association, please see: http://www.oefg.at/en/    

For more on the Working Group, please see: http://www.oefg.at/de/arbeitsgemeinschaften/zukunft-der-demokratie/  
 

 
(Proposal submitted after the deadline may not be considered) 
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