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Submission deadline: 16 April 2015 

 
Exeter University’s Institute of Arab and Islamic Studies will be holding a conference on 8-9 
June 2015 examining the various dimensions of conducting research on, and in the Middle 
East, from fieldwork and archives to issues and ethics.  A key aim of the conference is to 
produce an edited volume on the subject to facilitate the work of academics working in this 
complex field.  
 
Researchers working on the Middle East encounter common challenges, from the abstract 
to the concrete, from the theoretical to the practical.  How have researchers addressed 
them?  Is it appropriate to apply Western-derived theories to non-Western case studies?  
How can we gain access to sensitive information or private archives?  How should we deal 
with cultural differences or sexual harassment?   
 
We invite submissions from all researchers wishing to share their experiences of working 
on and in the region for the benefit of current and future researchers. We strongly 
encourage postgraduates and recent PhD graduates to apply.  
 
The conference is open to researchers working in the humanities and social sciences, 
including, but not limited to:  

• Anthropology 
• Arabic Literature 
• Archaeology 
• Development studies 
• Gender studies 
• History 
• International relations 
• Islamic studies 

• Language studies 
• Law 
• Material culture 
• Political economy 
• Political science 
• Sociolinguistics 
• Sociology 

 



Speakers will be given 15 minutes to present their papers and a half hour for Q&A at the 
end of their panels.   
 
To apply, please email the accompanying application form to 
iaispgrconference@exeter.ac.uk. Please put IAIS Middle East Research conference 
2015 in the subject line.  
 
Deadline for the submissions is 16 April 2015.   
 
Presenters are required to submit a draft paper of c.3,000 words by 1 June 2015.  
 
If you wish to attend the conference without presenting a paper, please email your request 
to iaispgrconference@exeter.ac.uk.  Please include your name, discipline of study, your 
academic affiliation, and your email address in the body of your email, and put IAIS 
conference attendee 2015 in the subject line.  Only those who have expressed their 
interest in advance in this way will be able to participate in the conference and social event. 
 
Best regards, 

Lorraine Charles & Monica Ronchi  
Co-Chairs, Conference Committee 
 


